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Big hART Inc 

JUNK THEORY 
Preview 25th-28th February 
29th February Ð 9th March 2008 
8.30pm-10pm 
River Torrens, outside the Festival Centre 
Free event, weather permitting. 

 
 

MORE JUNK IN THE TORRENS 
- The rise and rise of Big hART. 

 
The Torrens River runs through Adelaide under bridges and over weirs, to the sea at Henley 
Beach. Mysteriously, a strange and exotic boat seems to have navigated its way upstream 
overnight and moored alongside the Festival Centre at Elders Park. Suzy Wong - a beautiful 
Chinese Junk, carrying a cargo of visual delights, as a gift for the City of Adelaide during the 
Adelaide Bank Festival of the Arts. 
 
JUNK THEORY is the work of the remarkable company Big hART, who were last in Adelaide for 
the 2007 Cabaret Festival and arrive here fresh from the phenomenal success of another of their 
performance pieces - Ngapartji Ngapartji (from the Pitjantjatjara lands) at the Sydney Festival.  
 
JUNK THEORY takes the form of a floating hybrid media installation on the river, featuring moving 
and still image, which capture the iconic Sydney suburb of Cronulla before and after the riots in 
2005. All cities have times of unrest and times of calm, and JUNK THEORY beautifully portrays 
the disturbance created when Òthe otherÓ is found in our midst. Enveloped in an evocative 
soundscape, every night she dances and glides along the Torrens River, her sails bright with 
images, drawing people together.  
 
Big hART is a brilliantly prolific company, and comes to Adelaide for the Australian Performing Arts 
Market, (APAM), with their remarkably array of new large scale works created over the last 3 
years. Each Big hART piece is starkly different to the one before, some featuring on ABC 
television, and all gaining the company a reputation for being true innovators.  

- Ngapartji Ngapartji Ð sell out seasons around the country. 
- Drive in Holiday Ð sell out, travelling, immersive, outdoor roadshow. 
- StickybrickS Ð large scale, outdoor public housing work Ð the subject of two ABC TV 
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documentaries. 
- This is Living Ð a portrait of the right to die and the right to live. 
- Radio Holiday Ð an immersive work using radio as a performance medium in outdoor 

locations. 
 
JUNK THEORY completes this period of prolific output from this national company.  
In January this year, Big hART hit the news again by handing back a $750,000 grant to the 
Australia Council, in the midst of this productive time, making the point the Australia Council was 
no longer funding for innovation and excellence in the arts, but rather maintaining mediocrity 
through policy neglect and piece-meal funding. This, at a time when the Chairman of the Australia 
Council was praising them for their work. 
 
Big hART is presenting these pieces at APAM, citing the unusual way in which they were created, 
each one generated out of working with large groups of people, over vast geographic areas, and 
examining frontier issues, that define how inclusive our community is. 
 
In 2008 Big hART celebrates 16 years of this kind of work in Australia, where demand for the 
company is high. This year Big hART plans to expand its audiences and opportunities with a focus 
on international markets by touring and promoting the unique processes Big hART uses. The 
Australian Performing Arts Market is an opportunity to meet up to 600 delegates from around the 
world who are interested in Australian performance.  
 
Interestingly Big hART has a strong connection with Adelaide, it was in here in 2000, at Robyn 
ArcherÕs festival, that Big hART first came to the attention of Artistic Directors around the world, 
when they staged an exhilarating portrait of life as an outsider, in a car-park in central Adelaide. 
The sell out reception Adelaide gave this large-scale work, provided a springboard for the rise of 
Big hART as one of the most dynamic and invigorating companies this country has ever produced. 
 
Delegates at the Australian Performing Arts Market are already lining up to come for trips on the 
Junk on the Torrens, enjoy a quiet ale and some loud musicÉ perhaps theyÕll sign up Big hART to 
sail away to Canada, or Hong Kong or Spain and the rise and rise of Big hART will continue. 
 
 

 
Further media information:  

Michelle Kotevski  
Creati ve Producer , JUNK THEORY 

Big hART Inc 
0410 49 75 95 

mio@tpg.com.au 
www.junktheory.org 

 

 


