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Master peace
in the design

V
isual informationdesignerAndrea
Lau isbuildingacareerbasedon
meldingemergingcomputer
technologywithaesthetics to
present information in interesting

ways.CompletingherHonoursyear in
designcomputingat theUniversityof
Sydney, she ispart ofJunkTheory,a
community-basedprojecthelping to repair
damage fromlast year’sCronulla riots.She
feelsher job is reshapingourperceptions.

What exactly does your work entail?
I’minvolved inwebdesign,multimedia,
graphicdesignandanimationbutwe take
thenewest technologiesandplace themin
different contexts.Thedegree is called
DesignComputingbut there isnoset job
descriptionasyet.Thepowers thatbehave
settledonvisual informationdesigner.

Does it have scope to encompass a greater
creative element within computer design?
Becausewehavesuchabreadthof
understandingof skillswecanmove from
theart side intodesign,whichhasa
functional element to it,andeven further
intomore technical areas like the
installationofhardware.A lot ofdesign
computinggraduatesare looking forwork in
animationor 3-Dmodelling.Butourdegree
isn’t specificallygeared towards that
because it’sauniquedegree.

How did you come to work on Junk Theory?
Thecruxof theproject is theoldChinese
junkboatwhich isbeingrebuilt and
travelling fromBundeena toBotanyBay
(Dec5-21) andSydneyHarbour toPittwater
(Jan6-26).Eachnight itwill sail at twilight,
slowlymovingalong its route, showing
projected filmandphotos to its sails.A
soundscapewill beplayed, sopeoplehaving
picnicson theshorewill askwhat this
mystical visagemaybe.

I did thewebsiteanddevelopedan
applicationwherepeople could send
messages to thewebsite.Tohave them
displayed inaway that they’reoverlaidwith

somethingwecallnewswaves.There’s five
terms to theproject,whichareCronulla,
peace,understanding, fireand isolation.
Wesearched for these termsonthe
internetandbuilt adatabaseofhow
manynews items therewereoccurring
foreachperday.Thenwedrewwaves
to represent that.Theheightof thewave
oneachparticularday is representative
ofhowmany items therewere for that
term.So it’sa recognisablegaugeofpublic
reaction to those terms.

It sounds as though upon graduation you will
have a lot of scope to move into any emerging
technology. Or to work in a design collective in
conjunction with other graduates.

Definitely, someof thegraduateshave
actually formedtheir owndesignstudios
together.But I’ll likelywork in thewider

industry forawhile thendoaPhDtowork in
academia, theorisingemerging technologies
anddoingprojectwork,which is very
exciting.Teaching isa really important
aspect to this fieldbecause theknowledge
hasyet tobe spreadverywell.

How about with emerging online media, is there
potential for graduates such yourself to work
there or shape its development?
Oneofourpeersgota job straightafter
graduationandhehasbeenworking flat out
forayear.Hedoes things likeweb,
multimedia, flashand interactive interfaces.
He isaestheticallymindedbutalsoavery
giftedprogrammer.A lotof the time there is
adichotomybetweendesignersand
programmersbutwearesort ofboth.There’s
a lotof jobsorpotentialwhenworking ina
groupwhereyouneed those skills.

JEREMY STEVENS

Challenge . . .
Andrea Lau is
working on an
awareness-raising
project.
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